Fracture of the jaw is usually the result of violence, though fracture of the neck of the bone has in a few instances iu very old persons resulted from a violent fit of coughing.
Blows on the jaw from falling, fighting or the kick of a horse are some of the most common causes.
The unskilful use of the key or forceps in the extraction of teeth has produced complete fracture of the jaw, which generally from that cause occurs in the ramus of the inferior maxilla.
Gunshot wounds of the face often produce most terrible injuries of the jaw, by splintering or removing large portions of it. Fractures of the inferior maxilla are remarkable from the fact that ihey are so frequently compound, while the skin is rarely ruptured except in gunshot wounds. The fibrous tissue of the gums, being very inelastic, tears easily when the bone is broken across, which enables the saliva and air to come in contact with the fractured surfaces.
Fractures of the ramus, the condyle or coronoid process are, however, too deeply seated for the injury to effect the membrane ot the mouth. Fractures may occur at various points in the lower jaw, but the body of the bone is the portion most frequently injured?the ramus from its position and eoverings being much less liable to injury except from extreme violence.
The coronoid process is sometimes broken off obliquely, and the neck of the jaw is often broken on one or both sides of the bone in cases of extreme violence.
In the body of the jaw the fracture occurs most frequently in the region of thejcanine tooth, on account of the greater depth of the socket and the consequent weakness of the bone at that point. It The nasal process of the superior maxilla has been fractured by blows which have also driven in the nasal bone, and in these cases emphysema of the cellular tissue of the face isnot uncommon, which is best checked by the application ot* collodion.
A complication of this form of fracture, which has been met with, is permanent obstruction of the nasal duct,.
leading to subsequent troublesome epiphora.
Separation of the maxilla'in the median suture has been-' seen in cases of fatal injury to the face. Recovery from thiscondition is unusual. 
